
St Mary, Vinton 
Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

September 21, 2021 
 

The Heart of Mary Cluster, inspired by the Holy Spirit, provides a welcoming faith community in 
which we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ by the way we live, by our worship together and in 
serving others. 
 

I. Roll Call 
a. Present- Marcia Reilly, Ryan Allsup, Billy Ollinger, Cindy Forsyth, Colman 

Silbernagel, Danise Shannon, JR Schemmel, Stacey Happel, Jeannie Springer 
b. Absent- Melissa Tandy 

II. Prayer and Prayers for the Community 
III. Approval of July minutes- done via e-mail 
IV. Minutes from standing committees reviewed- no discussion 
V. Additions to agenda 

a. Faith formation program- were expecting roughly 360 students, currently have 
268 students enrolled.  Classes start next week 

 
Old Business: 

I. Status of LOWTF giving – will soon be receiving invoice for interest due as of 9/30 
a. Pledged- $1,129,380 
b. Total- $1,092,880 
c. Debt- $95,261 

II. Building & Grounds-  
a. Cindy is working on making a list of fall cleaning needs.  She will let us know 

when it is complete 
b. The remaining stumps from fallen trees were removed and new trees have been 

planted. 
c. There are a couple of cracks in the basement wall that Cindy is wanting help with 

caulking so she can paint in that area.   
III. COVID Mitigation measures— The following have recently returned—holy water, 

baptisms during Mass, food may be brought in from outside, choir is open.  There are 
mixed feelings about this amongst parishioners.  Masks will continue to be worn for all 
individuals serving food and distributing the Eucharist.  Group discussed donuts after 
Mass.  When it was done in August there was minimal participation.  Will try again 
October 24th.  Cindy offered to serve. 

IV. Community sustaining/building- see article “Becoming a Family” 
a. Discussed current numbers (see Mass counts below) and brainstormed some on 

how to reach people not attending Mass as well as creating more community 
amongst parishioners.  Some of the ideas included: 

i. Adult faith formation- Colman would be interested in helping with this.   
ii. Connecting families in the parish 

1. For new members to our parish connecting them with a volunteer 
family to help orientate them to our parish and introduce them to 
other parishioners 
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2. For families of our parish with children receiving baptism- if they 
are not regular members of church connecting them with a 
volunteer family that can orientate them to church or help 
strengthen their connection to the parish and parishioners    

3. Jeannie will send out a PDF file of the current church directory to 
the Pastoral Council to help identify who members are 

V. Security at Mass- Billy provided an update- the Knights of Columbus “core group” will be 
meeting to do a walk-through of the church identifying exits, fire extinguishers, safety 
plans, etc.  This group is made up of KCs who are consistently at Mass and would be 
available to assist parishioners in an emergency situation. 

VI. Youth Minister- Danielle Franck was hired and started approximately 3 weeks ago.  She 
is doing well.  She is in Walker 2 days (as she lives about 10 miles from Walker), Urbana 
1 day, Vinton 1 day, and the other day she goes where needed or works from home 

 
New Business: 

I. September Mass counts- so far for September the counts at Vinton have been 137, 133, 
164.  This averages out to 50-60% of where we were pre-pandemic when October 
counts occurred.  

II. Donations of artwork 
a. St John’s Bible prints-  five prints from St John’s Bible were donated to the 

parish, along with a one-page explanation of what is represented in each print.  
Several options for where to hang the prints were discussed.  Discussion was to 
place one print in the gathering space along with its explanation.  The remainder 
of the prints will be hung in the basement.  The prints will then be rotated.   

b. Divine Mercy- there is an individual who would like to donate a print of the 
Divine Mercy for the church.  Discussed location of this - plan is to put it near the 
Reconciliation Room.   

III. Finances as of 6/30/21- was sent via email earlier in the week.  No questions/discussion 
a. We have been able to restore our cash balance to include money that was 

previously donated for phase 3 of LOWTF.  Those monies had been used to pay 
down the debt when it was received, but as we get closer to paying off the loan, 
we need to have that money in our account to use for the projects for which the 
monies were intended.  Those projects include a new baptismal font and an 
adoration chapel. 

IV. Group Picture- taken 
 
 
Next SMV Pastoral Council Meeting: Tuesday November 16th 2021 – 6:30 pm 


